
Prior Knowledge –

Vocabulary 
flowering

plants
These plants produce seeds, 

fruits, and flowers. Most deciduous 
trees belong to this group

invertebrates
These do not have skeletons 

or backbones

insects
Small and often winged animals 
that are arthropods having six 
jointed legs and a body formed of 
a head, thorax, and abdomen

deforestation
The act of cutting down 

huge numbers of trees, such as 
is happening in many rainforests

pollution
Pollution happens when 

the environment is contaminated, 
or dirtied, by waste, chemicals, 
and other harmful substances

industrial
waste

This is material which is 
created when making products – if 
they are disposed of carefully, it 

can be a danger to the 
environment

Key knowledge 

Know that living things can 
be grouped in a variety of ways

Explore and use classification 
keys to group living things

Know that plants can be 
grouped into flowering and non 

flowering plants

Know that animals can be 
grouped into amphibians, 

reptiles, birds, mammals and 
fish

Recognise that environments 
can change for good

Recognise that some changes to 
the environment can be a 
danger to living things
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