
Prior Knowledge –

Vocabulary 

workhouse The home to many orphaned or sick 

children. It was also home to poor 

people without a job

farthing A coin that was worth a quarter of 

an old penny. Four farthings made 

an old penny

gramophone An old type of music player that 

played records

gruel Food consisting of some cereal-

oats, wheat or rye flour, or rice-

boiled in water or milk

Industrial 

Revolution

Rapid development of industry 

thanks to machinery

Chimney 

sweep 

apprentices

Children sent up chimneys to 

clean the soot from the chimney 

breast

Key knowledge 

Know how different life was in 

Victorian Britain

Know who the Victorians were

Know what was meant by the Industrial 

Revolution

Know how the industrial revolution 

changed many towns and cities in 

Britain

Know that children’s lives today are 

different to those of children’s lives in 

the Victorian era

Know what school was like in the 

Victorian era
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